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Abstract 

 

This study analyses the official discourse of American President 

George W. Bush during his two terms in the White House from 2001 

to 2009, in particular with regard to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  

The research focuses on three main themes in Bush’s speeches 

directed towards the Palestinians: 1- democracy promotion, 2- the 

“war on terrorism,” and 3- reform of the Palestinian security forces.  

Our study tests and largely refutes the hypothesis that Bush was a 

neoconservative and based his policies and decisions on this ideology. 

In arriving at this conclusion, in-depth research on the origins, ideas 

and political priorities of the American neo-conservative movement 

was carried out and discussed. 

The study is divided into three chapters: the first chapter offers needed 

theoretical background regarding discourse. It shows that political 

discourse is a comprehensive process involving numerous elements, a 

complex one aimed at influencing recipients in a certain direction. 

The chapter reviews the existing literature, and concludes that there is 

a serious shortage in the discourse analysis in the Arab World.  

We then move on to seek out the degree of consistency between the 

thoughts and policies of George W. Bush and the neoconservatives by 

answering the following questions:  
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1- To what extent does the political discourse of George W. Bush 

express the dominant elements of neoconservative ideology?  

2- Is there any contradiction between the American presidential 

official political discourse and actual American policies 

regarding the Palestinian Israeli conflict?   

3- What are the elements that led to the drastic change in George 

W. Bush’s vision after his election, as compared to his pre-

election discourse?  

The first conclusion of our research is that there was a clear 

contradiction between the visions and policies of President George 

W. Bush before and after he was elected. The second major 

conclusion is that there was a clear difference between the 

reasoning behind Bush’s policies and that of neoconservatives 

concerning the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  

The methodology applied was based on the choice of a sample of 

twelve speeches delivered by President George W. Bush regarding 

the Palestinian- Israeli conflict. The sample was chosen carefully 

in order to cover the two presidential terms. Speeches selected 

were delivered in several locations and on different occasions.  The 

research analyzed the chosen sample with a main focus on the 

previously mentioned three topics, the war on terrorism, the reform 

of Palestinian security forces and democracy promotion.  
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The second chapter was devoted to the neoconservatives, 

presenting a detailed study of the roots, ideas, policies, and 

ideology of this group. The chapter concluded that a careful search 

for consistency among the “Neocons” will be frustrated, as there is 

no clear definition and statement of their ideas as a whole. The 

chapter then seeks out the linkage, if any, between the ideas of the 

Neocons and the policies adopted by George W. Bush. The 

circumstances that faced the United States following the attacks of 

September 11 and their reflection on internal and external 

American polices were carefully highlighted to evaluate the 

relationship between the Neocons and the Bush administration. 

The third chapter analyses the chosen sample, basing itself on key 

terms taken from George W. Bush’s speeches. The terms were 

viewed both numerically (frequency of repetition) and in terms of 

content.  

The study concludes the following: 

1- There is a clear line differentiating George W. Bush from the 

neoconservatives.  

2- The ideas expressed in the presidential discourse of George W. 

Bush do not go hand in hand with actual American policies 

towards the Palestinian- Israeli conflict.  
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3- There is a clear bias in the official discourse of George W. Bush 

in favor of Israel and its interests.  

Finally, in chapter three the study presents the findings and 

conclusions. This research is an open call to colleagues and 

researchers, to pursue additional in-depth studies in the area of 

American official political discourse and its different elements.  
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 :أظش فً ٘زا. رٌه

Douglas J, Feith, “Feith for the Record: The Clean Break Paper,” on: 
http://www.dougfeith.com/cleanbreak.html accessed May 31, 2014. 
58

 A Clean Break: A New Strategy for Securing the Realm, Institute for Advanced Strategic and 

Political Studies (1996) on:  

http://www.dougfeith.com/docs/Clean_Break.pdf  accessed May 31, 2014. 

http://www.dougfeith.com/cleanbreak.html%20accessed%20May%2031
http://www.dougfeith.com/docs/Clean_Break.pdf


 

40 
 

 

 



 

41 
 



 

42 
 



 

43 
 

                                                           
59

 Ivan Musicant, The Banana Wars: A History of the United States Military Intervention in Latin 

America from the Spanish American War to the Invasion of Panama (New York: Macmillan 

Publishing, 1990); Lester D. Langley, The Banana Wars: United States Intervention in the 

Caribbean, 1898-1934 (Lexington, KY: The University Press of Kentucky, 2002). 



 

44 
 

Wilsonianism in boots

                                                           
60

 Adam Wolfson, “Conservatives and Neo-Conservatives,” in The Neocon Reader, ed., Irwin 

Stelzer (New York: Grove Press, 2004), 230. 
61

62
 Pierre Hassner, “The United States: The Empire of Force or the Force of Empire,” Chaillot 

Papers, Institute for Security Studies, No. 54 (2002): 43. 



 

45 
 

                                                                                                                                                               
http://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/ebooks/files/chai54e.pdf  accessed May 31, 2014; Stanley 

Hoffmann, “The American Exceptionalism: The New Version,” in American Exceptionalism and 

Human Rights, ed., Michael Ignatieff (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2005), 225-240; 

Eddie J. Girdner, “Preemptive War: The Case of Iraq,” Perceptions (Winter 2004-2005): 6. 
63

 Vaisse, Why Neo-Conservatism Still Matters, 1. 

http://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/ebooks/files/chai54e.pdf


 

46 
 

                                                           
64

 أٚسد فً وراتٗ أْ ِغرشاسي تٛػ ٌُ ٌشٚا داعٍاً لأْ ذشوض حٍّرٗ عٍى اٌشؤْٚ Bob Woodward اٌغشٌة فً الأِش، أْ  

 militaryاٌذفاعٍح، إلا أْ تٛػ أصش عٍى أْ ذرضّٓ حٍّرٗ الأرخاتٍح ذطٌٛشاً ٌٍمٛاخ اٌّغٍحح ِٓ خلاي ِا أعّاٖ تـ 
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http://mfa.gov.il/MFAAR/KeyDocuments/PeaceProcess/Pages/roadmap.aspx accessed June 1, 
2014. 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=84799&st=&st1=
http://mfa.gov.il/MFAAR/KeyDocuments/PeaceProcess/Pages/roadmap.aspx%20accessed%20June%201


 

60 
 



 

61 
 

                                                           
86

 George W. Bush, “Remarks at the Annapolis Conference in Annapolis, Maryland,” The 

American Presidency Project (November 27, 2007) on: 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=76085&st=Annapolis+conference&st1= 

accessed June 1, 2014. 

 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=76085&st=Annapolis+conference&st1


 

62 
 

                                                           
87

 Bush, Decision Point, 79. 



 

63 
 

                                                           
88

 Rumsfeld, Known and Unknown, 293-294; Woodward, State of Denial, 8. 



 

64 
 



 

65 
 



 

66 
 



 

67 
 

                                                           
89

 ٌُ ٌرضّٓ أي 1999 فً وراتٗ ِٓ أْ اٌثشٔاِج اٌزي أعذ ٌجٛسج دتٍٍٛ تٛػ فً عاَ Woodward ٌٚؤوذ رٌه ِا أٚسدٖ  

 Woodward, State of Denial, 7: أظش فً رٌه". إس٘اب"أٚ " إس٘اتٍٍٓ"إشاسج عٍى الإطلاق ٌّصطٍحً 
90

   ،428. 



 

68 
 

                                                           
91

  Bush, Remarks at the Annapolis Conference on: http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php 

accessed June 3, 2014. 
92

   ،427. 

93
 .Rumsfeld, Known and Unknown, 639؛ 426،   

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php


 

69 
 

                                                           
94

 Bush, Decision point, 377. 



 

70 
 



 

71 
 



 

72 
 

                                                           

http://www.ichr.ps/pdfs/sp43.pdf accessed June 3, 2014. 

http://www.ichr.ps/pdfs/sp43.pdf


 

73 
 

                                                           
96

  Bush, Remarks at the Annapolis Conference on: http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php 

accessed June 3, 2014. 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php


 

74 
 



 

75 
 



 

76 
 

                                                           
97

 Alex P. Schmid, Political Terrorism: A Research Guide to concepts, theroris, data basses and 

literature (Amsterdam: North Holland Puplishing Company, 1983), 119-159.  



 

77 
 

                                                           
98

 Richard Jackson, Writing the War on Terrorism: Language, Politics and Counter-terrorism 

(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2005). 
99

 Jackson, Writing the War on Terrorism, 1. 



 

78 
 

                                                           
100

  16. 



 

79 
 



 

80 
 

                                                           
102

 Sabrien Amrov, “Intractable Peace: Israel – Palestine2013,” Foundation for Political, 

Economic, and Social Research, No. 3 (2014):  20 on: 

http://file.setav.org/Files/Pdf/20140128105826_intractable-peace-2.0.1.3-israel---palestine-pdf.pdf 

accessed June 3, 2014. 

http://file.setav.org/Files/Pdf/20140128105826_intractable-peace-2.0.1.3-israel---palestine-pdf.pdf


 

81 
 

103

                                                           
 



 

82 
 

104

                                                           
104

 George W. Bush Remarks Prior to Discussions with Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel with 

Exchange of Reports (Mrach 20, 2001) on: 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=45787&st=israel&st1= Acessed July 20, 
2014. 



 

83 
 

                                                           
105

  Juan Cole ,“Democratization, Religious Extremism, Fragile States and Insurgencies: Bush 

Legacies to Obama and the Challenges Ahead,” in American Democracy Promotion in the 

Changing Middle East: From Bush to Obama, ed., Shahram Akbarzadeh et al. (New York: 

Routledge, 2013), 9. 
106

 Rumsfeld, Known and Unknown, 15 



 

84 
 

                                                           
107

 Shahram Akberzadeh and Benjamin McQueen, “Democracy Promotion: An Unfortunate 

Legacy,” in American Democracy Promotion in the Changing Middle East: From Bush to Obama, 

ed., Shahram Akbarzadeh et al. (New York: Routledge, 2013), 4. 



 

85 
 



 

86 
 

                                                           
108

 George W. Bush, “President Bush Attends World Economic Forum,” Sharm el Sheikh 

International Congroess Centre (May 18, 2008) on : http://georgewbush-

whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2008/05/20080518-6.html  accessed June 3, 2014. 

 

http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2008/05/20080518-6.html
http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2008/05/20080518-6.html


 

87 
 



 

88 
 

                                                           
109

  

Clinton Rossiter



 

89 
 



 

90 
 

 

http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/28_%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1
http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/2000


 

91 
 

 

 اٌثٍد الأتٍض- ذصشٌحاخ حٛي اٌٛضع فً اٌششق الأٚعط

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=45861&st=is

rael&st1= 

 2001 فثشاٌش 14

ذصشٌحاخ ٌٍشئٍظ جٛسج دتٍٍٛ تٛػ خلاي اعرمثاٌٗ ٌشئٍظ اٌٛصساء الإعشائًٍٍ 

 اسئًٍ شاسْٚ فً اٌثٍد الأتٍض

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=45787&st=is

rael&st1= 

 2001 ِاسط 20

ذصشٌحاخ حٛي اٌٛضع فً اٌششق الأٚعط 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=84799&st=

&st1= 

فٍذٌٛ ِغجً ٌٍرصشٌحاخ 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/youtubeclip.php?clipid=84799  

 2002 اتشًٌ 4

ٔص خطاب اٌشئٍظ الأِشٌىً جٛسج دتٍٍٛ تٛػ حٛي حً اٌذٌٚرٍٓ فً اٌثٍد 

ٚاشٕطٓ - الأتٍض

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=73320&st=
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rael&st1=palestine# 

فٍذٌٛ ِغجً ٌٍرصشٌحاخ 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/youtubeclip.php?clipid=85281 

اٌّؤذّش اٌصحفً اٌّشرشن تٍٓ جٛسج دتٍٍٛ تٛػ ٚسئٍظ اٌٛصساء اٌٙٛد اٌّٚشخ 
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http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/youtubeclip.php?clipid=42 

 2006 ِاٌٛ 23

خطاب جٛسج دتٍٍٛ تٛػ فً ِؤذّش أاتٌٍٛظ  

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=76085&st=A

nnapolis+conference&st1= 

فٍذٌٛ ِغجً ٌٍخطاب  

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/youtubeclip.php?clipid=76085 

 2007 ٔٛفّثش 27

ذصشٌحاخ صحفٍح ٌٍشئٍظ جٛسج دتٍٍٛ تٛػ عمة ٌماء جّعٗ تىً ِٓ سئٍظ 

اٌٛصساء الإعشائًٍٍ اٌٙٛد اٌّٚشخ ٚسئٍظ ااٌغٍطح اٌٛطٍٕح ٌفٍغطٍٍٕح ِحّٛد عثاط 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=76087&st=a

bbas&st1=olmert# 
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eorge+bush&st1=israel#   
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